“The Kingdom of God - How I Get In”

October 3, 2010

TEXT:  Matthew 19:16-25

TWO KINGDOMS IN CONFLICT

1.  The Kingdom of Darkness

A.  Built on Manipulation, Deception and Destruction


B.  Purpose



1.  The Worship of Man



2.  The Control of Creation

2.  The Kingdom of God

A.  Built on Love, Commitment and Life


B.  Purpose



1.  Fellowship with Man



2.  Love

SATAN’S KINGDOM DECEPTION

1.  The Method of Deception
“For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.”
1 John 2:16

A.  Lust of the Flesh - Physical Desires


B.  Lust of the Eyes - Appearance Desires


C.  Pride of Life - Egotistical Desires

2.  The Original Deception
4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.

5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.
Genesis 3:4-6

A.  “Tree was good for food” - physical


B.  “Pleasant to the eyes” - appearance


C.  “Make one wise” - ego

3.  The Present Deception

A.  Good Works

“The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?”” Matthew 19:20

B.  Religion

13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ.

14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15

C.  Religious Without Commitment

“I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot ...”
Revelation 3:15a
ANSWERING THE DECEPTION

1.  Good Works
10 As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one;

11 There is none who understands; there is none who seeks after God.

12 They have all turned aside; they have together become unprofitable; there is none who does good, no, not one.”

Romans 3:10-12
2.  Religion
“For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 5:20
23 Then one said to Him, “Lord, are there few who are saved?” And He said to them,

24 “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able.

25 When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’ and He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,’

26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’

27 But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.’

28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out.

29 They will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God.

30 And indeed there are last who will be first, and there are first who will be last.”      Luke 13:23-30
3.  Religious With Commitment
“I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot.”

Revelation 3:15
ENTERING GOD’S KINGDOM

1.  Jesus Invaded the Kingdom of Darkness

A.  He Descended from Heaven

“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.”
John 3:13

B.  He Assumed Human Form

“But made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.”

Philippians 2:7

C.  He Died for Us

“And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”

Philippians 2:8
2.  You Must be Born Again
“Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.””
John 3:3
3.  “How can a man be born when he is old?”  (John 3:4)


A.  Jesus Must Die

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up” (3:14)

B.  You Must Believe (Faith, Trust)

15 That whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
John 3:15-16

C.  Judgment or Mercy Based on Faith

“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
John 3:18
LIFE APPLICATION:

 Both kingdoms are in conflict - one with deception, the other with love
 God’s kingdom is found through the New Birth
