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TEXT:  1 Peter 1:1-7

"Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you: 13But rejoice, to the extent that you partaker of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy."
1 Peter 4:12-13
TOP 10 REASONS FOR TRIALS
1.  Expose personal weakness and need
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple ...

5 So I said: “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.”  


 Isaiah 6:1, 5

2.  Magnify God's grace and strength
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.
8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me.

9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

2 Corinthians 12:7-9
3.  Motivate your prayer life
13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms.

14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.

15 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
James 5:13-15
4.  Test your faith and strength it
"But he knows the way that I take: when He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold."

Job 23:10
"That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ"


1 Peter 1:7 KJV

5.  Develop patience and create hope
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  

3 Knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.

James 1:2-3
3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance;

4 And perseverance, character; and character, hope.

5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

Romans 5:3-5
6.  Refine your life
"Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction."

Isaiah 48:10
7.  Keep you on track for God
"Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now I keep Your word."
Psalms 119:67
8.  Give you perspective
1 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia:

2 That in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.


2 Corinthians 8:1-2

9.  Create a ministry opportunity
15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for your souls; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I am loved.


2 Corinthians 12:15
10.  Bring the lost to salvation
1 I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit,

2 That I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart.

3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh

Romans 9:1-3
LIFE APPLICATION:

 Trials are not always a sign of sin.  They may well be a sign that the Lord is refining us to take us to another level of service for Him.

 When I view my trials through the eyes of God, they will soon become a powerful witness and an opportunity to see the Hand of God in action.

