“The Next Step Starts with the First Step”

February 28, 2010

TEXT:  Hebrews 11:6

EVERY RELATIONSHIP INVOLVES FAITH

1.  Faith is the Key
"But without faith it is impossible to please Him ..."

Hebrews 11:6a
2.  Faith is Constant
A RELATIONSHIP with GOD DEMANDS FAITH

1.  Faith is Demanded
"But without faith it is impossible to please Him ..."

Hebrews 11:6a
2.  Faith Establishes the Relationship
"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God"

Ephesians 2:8
3.  Faith Gives Hope
"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."
Hebrews 11:1
FAITH AFFECTS EVERY NEXT STEP

1.  First Step and Foundation
"Rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving."

Colossians 2:7
2.  Next Step Requires Faithfulness
"For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ."
Colossians 2:5
3.  Every Next Step Involves Faith
 Your Sacrifice -- "By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice ..." (11:4)
 Your Obedience -- "By faith Abraham obeyed..." (11:8)
 Your Trials -- "By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac ..." (11:17)
 Your Works -- "... I will show you my faith by my works" (James 2:18b)
LIFE APPLICATION:

 The first step is the beginning of your relationship with Jesus.  Faith is that step.

 Faith prepares you for eternity and for every "next step" in life.

