“Love”
(Love movies: The Notebook, Titanic, Gone with the Wind highest selling movie figured in with inflation.)
1. What is love?

Definition of Love- (according to dictionary.com) 
	1.
	a profoundly tender, passionate affection for another person.


	2.
	a feeling of warm personal attachment or deep affection, as for a parent, child, or friend.


	3.
	a person toward whom love is felt; beloved person; sweetheart
	
	


1 Corinthians 13:1-13

1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.

4Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.

11When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.

13And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

· Love in the Bible is different than our society’s definition of love.
· You know Love is being experienced when the criteria of it mentioned in the Bible are apparent. 

2. Who are we supposed to love?

37Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and great commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” Matthew 22:37-40
· The summation of the law is to love God and to love your neighbor.
· Our neighbor is not just the people next door, but every human being.

3. How do we know what love is? 

16By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 1 John 3:16
· Jesus showed us what love is by dying for us. 

· We need to have an attitude that we’d do the same for not only Him but for each other. 

· When we have the resources to help someone out we need to take advantage of it. 

1We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Romans 15:1 (KJV)
4. An example of love between two friends in the Bible.

1Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 1 Samuel 18:1 
· This love between Jonathan and David was on a friendship level and nothing romantic contrary to some belief.

· Jonathan and David would do anything for each other.
4So Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you yourself desire, I will do it for you.” 1 Samuel 20:4
· This is a kind of friendship that we need to have with each other. 

5. Love within a family.

25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31“For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. Epeshians 5:25-33

· Husbands must demonstrate love to their wives daily. 
· Wives typically don’t have problems showing affection to their husbands, but they should never forget to also show respect as well.

· The status of the relationship between a husband and a wife affects the whole family.
6. An example of love between man and God. 

22And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will. Acts 13:22

· God calls David the man after His own heart.

· How was David like this?

1
As the deer pants for the water brooks,


So pants my soul for You, O God.

2
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.


When shall I come and appear before God?
Psalm 42:1-2
1
You have relieved me in my distress;


Have mercy on me, and hear my prayer.

2
How long, O you sons of men,


Will you turn my glory to shame?


How long will you love worthlessness


And seek falsehood?

Selah

3
But know that the LORD has set apart for Himself him who is godly;


The LORD will hear when I call to Him.

4
Be angry, and do not sin.


Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still.

Selah

5
Offer the sacrifices of righteousness,


And put your trust in the LORD.

6
There are many who say,


“Who will show us any good?”


LORD, lift up the light of Your countenance upon us.

7
You have put gladness in my heart,


More than in the season that their grain and wine increased.

8
I will both lie down in peace, and sleep;


For You alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.

Psalm 4:1-8
· David gives us a glimpse into his relationship with God.

· He seeks after God wanting answers from Him.

· He shows his love for God by praising Him for all that He’s done for him. 

· Do we praise God for what He’s done for us? 

7.   What does God do to demonstrate His love for us? 
19And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19
· God demonstrates His love for us by taking care of us.

· He wants to supply us with our needs.

38For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39

· Nothing can separate us from the love of God.

· His love is eternal and offered to everyone

· No one has or ever will love us as much as He does.

Life Application:

· Love is an experience we all go through and we should be ready and able to handle it.

· We need to be aware to love each other and know how to love each other.

· We need to give God our love by living our lives for Him. 
