“Is My Faith Alive, Dead or Comatose?”
August 23, 2009

TEXT:  2 Corinthians 13:5a “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves.”
INTRO:

 Faith is a fantastic Bible word repeated regularly with complete chapters devoted to its understanding and application.

 But in our readings and pursuit of Bible knowledge we have to be careful not to push this word into our vocabulary list and leave it there.  This word is about relationship shared with God and it is vital that we live it because that is the best definition of all.

 with the idea of faith being a relationship shared with God, is your faith alive, dead or comatose?  Let's explore it and ask God to challenge us to live the life or revive us so that our faith is alive.

EXAMINING OUR FAITH

1.  Casual Faith

A.  Faith Without a Real Object

 Too many times we religious, have religious rules and guidelines, but our "faith" is in the religion, not in God.


B.  Faith Requires an Object - GOD

14 And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty.

17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!
1 Corinthians 15:14, 17
2.  Comfortable Faith

A.  When Faith is Lived in a Safety Zone


B.  When Faith is Little More than a Caricature

 This type of faith is about common people having common goals, interests living within virtual walls meant to protect us from "them".

 This type of faith spends a lot of time describing people in caricature form.  This is done to justify the separation of people by creating antagonistic labels - e.g. Pharisees, liberals, contemporary, etc.

3.  Convenient Faith

A.  Picking and Choosing ...


1.  Our Priorities


2.  Our Purpose


3.  Our Plan for Life

"For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows."
1 Timothy 6:10

B.  Pursuing God on My Terms

 Christ is Missing from this Picture

4.  Calloused Faith

A.  Disillusioned with Religion


B.  Bitter Toward God

"Having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck"

1 Timothy 1:19
LIVING YOUR FAITH

1.  Committed
"Fight the good fight of faith ..."
1 Timothy :12a
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.


2 Timothy 4:7-8
2.  Changing

A.  Getting You Closer to God

"And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”"
Luke 17:5

B.  Getting Others Closer to God

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.

12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.
Romans 1:8, 12
3.  Conquering
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.

38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,

39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:37-39
4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.

5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
1 John 5:4-5
LIFE APPLICATION

 Is your faith alive?  Life is new and exciting for you every day because of your relationship with God.

 Is your faith dead or never existed?  Jesus wants a relationship with you and is offering His love to you today.

 Is your faith comatose?  If so, wake up to Christ as your life purpose every day!
