"Commitment Means Something"

August 1, 2010

TEXT:  Nehemiah 10:28-31

Commitment IS ConfrontIONAL
1.  Family Life

v 30
2.  Devotional Life

v 31a
3.  Merciful Life

v 31b
4.  Religious Life

v 32-33
Commitment's Challenge
w Commitment is conditional.  That is, it requires us to make a decision about our life's priorities.

“And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”

Joshua 24:15
1.  Obedience Each Day

"IF you love me, keep My commandments."

John 14:15
2.  Surrender Each Day

“Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”
Matthew 16:24
3.  Faithful Living Each Day

“So Jesus said to them, “Because of your £unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.”   
Matthew 17:20
4.  Sacrificial Living Each Day

24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.

25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.

26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.

John 12:24-26
Commitment's Testimony
1.  Abraham -- Living by Faith Chosen Over Security

2.  Moses -- Service Chosen Over Power

3.  David -- Faced Goliath; Spared King Saul

4.  Jesus Christ -- Calvary's Cross

24 For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;

25 Not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another—

26 He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 

28 So Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.
    Hebrews 9:24-28

LIFE APPLICATION:

 Hebrews 12:1-3, 25-29
