“8 Habits of Effective Fathers”

June 20, 2010

TEXT:  Malachi 4:6

HABIT #1 -- COMMITMENT

1.  Committed to God
2.  Committed to Being a Dad
3.  Commitment is Effective When ...

A.  It is Aggressive


B.  It is Reviewed


C.  It is Renewed

HABIT #2 -- KNOW YOUR CHILD

1.  Be Aware of Your Child Spiritually
2.   Be Alert to Your Child Emotionally
3.  Be Affected by Your Child’s Circumstances
HABIT #3 -- CONSISTENCY

1.  Consistency of Time
2.  Consistency of Attention
3.  Consistency of Involvement

A.  Keep Your Promises


B.  Balance Your Commitments

 God - Wife - Children - Church - Work - Friendships

HABIT #4 -- PROTECTING AND PROVIDING

1.  Protect Them Spiritually
2.  Protect Them Morally
3.  Provide for Them
HABIT #5 -- LOVING THEIR MOTHER

1.  Children Need the Security of Your Marriage
2.  Children Need the Stability of Your Marriage
3.  Children Need the Standards Set by Your Marriage
HABIT #6 -- ACTIVE LISTENING

1.  Your Ears Lead to Your Brain
2.  Your Brain Leads to Your Heart
3.  Listening Leads You to Know Your Child(ren)
HABIT #7 -- SPIRITUAL EQUIPPING

1.  Train Them for God
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”

Proverbs 22:6
2.  Teach Them Every Day About God
"You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up."

Deuteronomy 6:7
HABIT #8 -- PASS THE BATON

1.  Make Sure You Experience God
"So the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the LORD which He had done for Israel."
    Judges 2:7
2.  Make Sure They Experience God
"When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the LORD nor the work which He had done for Israel."

Judges 2:10
 Know - recognize and acknowledge

 Information is only the beginning.

 Life change is the ultimate goal of parenting!

